Pedagogic Models

Education and pedagogy:

Semantic clarifications

Education

· Education=ambiguous concept

· Historically it acquired different meanings according to the element on which the emphasis was placed:

· the educator

· who is receiving education

· the educational relationship
· the environmental influence
· the social, psychological, biological aspects

· aims and techniques

What is education?
· “ex-ducere”: to help in leading out

· Interpersonal relationship: reciprocal and biunivocal relationship educator/student
· Intentionality: the pursuit of an ultimate object or aim. (Telos), to intentionally achieve an objective of change

· Values: to foster a specific set of aim-related values 

· Plan and time: a  dynamic and process-related event which takes place “here and now” with an eye to the future

· Asymmetry: this entails an unequal relationship. The relationship is based on differences in experience, in knowledge, in existential depth. 

· Technique and art: it uses tools and technologies in achieving its aims; yet, it is also about innovation, creation, and creative sensitivity 

Pedagogy

Greek (pai, paidos=child and ago=to lead)

Etymology highlights a reductive concept. 

Historically, the concept of pedagogy has undergone major changes: 

· Education is not limited to childhood but, rather, it is a permanent experience in human existence (lifelong learning);

· The idea of “leading” characterises pedagogy as a practical action, but it has an intrinsic theoretical connotation as well;

· The idea of “leading” a student evokes the anachronistic image of “passive recipients” which has been replaced by an increasingly interactive model

Pedagogy as Theory and Customs

· Pedagogy is about reflecting “on” or “for the sake of” educational practices
· It is a science which envisages customs (De Giacinto, 1983): it must always preserve a link with real and concrete experience of educating 
· Constant circle theory-custom: education and pedagogy implement each other. We can characterise it as a “spiral relationship” (Bertolini, 1988)
Pedagogy deals with:

analysing educational phenomena and their relationship with educational action, while providing educators (primarily teachers) with suggestions (and/or tools) on how to exercise their cultural, social, and professional function (Salatin, 2002).

Pedagogy can be articulated in different sectors, according to the field in which educational practices are implemented: e.g. school, society, adolescence, disabled persons etc. 

Pedagogy=hermeneutical knowledge

According to Pellerey, pedagogy’s focus is on educational practises, which are composed of both art and science. 

The educational event is more about being understood rather than explained, it entails the capacity of empathically joining the relationship between educator and student, and it requires an effort to understand from “within”.

Pedagogy: the levels of reflection

Educational event analysis
reflections on pedagogical theories and epistemological statutes
First level of theoretical reflection 



Second level of theoretical reflection

Pedagogy=practical science

Pedagogy, on the theoretical plane, must:

· Describe the educational action and make a diagnosis, i.e. interpret the given situation

· Develop a scientific paradigm: it must not only describe and interpret, but also foresee and give directions as to the future (to predict)

· Pedagogy must characterise itself as a practical science

Pedagogy’s 4 requirements

· Pedagogy is primarily concerned with educational facts (events rather than  objects)

· It is a normative science and has empirical references

· It is characterised by the coexistence/interrelation among different subjects

· It is of service to the educational event, and at the same time, it prompts the educational event.

Pedagogy

· Is a tool for educators rather than a rule
· Is a conceptual and doctrinal combination aimed at enriching the work performed by educators 

· Provides scientific, practical guidelines rather than “instructions for use”

Pedagogy’s object

Educational relationship

(an absolute dimension which appears in the relativity of its historical shapes) 









